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INTRODUCTION

This book is written and designed for intermediate to advanced learners,
especially for those who are interested in:

- reading authentic Japanese texts after finishing intermediate-level
textbooks.

- learning expressions that often appear in Japanese news.
- talking about current affairs in Japanese.
- improving listening skills.

- improving reading comprehension skills.

Many intermediate to advanced learners find it hard to read and listen to
news articles, even after they have studied several grammar books and
acquired a decent amount of vocabulary.

Certainly, the vocabulary that appears in the news can be difficult, however,
by studying commonly used expressions and the typical structure of the
news, we believe that it will be possible to grasp the main content, even if
you come across a few words that you are unfamiliar with. We have created
this book to provide you with the perfect materials for this training.

All the articles in this book are taken out of the actual news reported in
2021 and edited to suit the N4 to N3 level learners so they can challenge
themselves and level up their Japanese. Eighteen articles have been carefully
selected on various topics such as culture, environment, politics, and sports
to keep learners interested and motivated to continue reading.

By studying this book, it’s our hope that you will become accustomed to the
typical news structure and develop the necessary skills to read and

understand news efficiently.

Good luck with your learning!
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

The book contains 18 news stories covering different topics and each news
story consists of the following 8 sections.

* The photo with the news title

» Three comprehension questions
e The article without furigana

* keywords

* The article with furigana

* The English translation

e Three grammar points

* Translation and answers to comprehension questions

Since the chapters are arranged roughly in order of difficulty, we
recommend that you proceed in the order that is given.

Before proceeding to start the chapter, please keep in mind the basic
structure of the news.

The first paragraph usually contains the most important information about
the news, so it’s crucial to focus on this part before going through the rest.

Then, it’s followed by more detailed background information about the
news and the final paragraph provides additional information.

Here is an overview of each section of the chapters.
* The photo with the news title

First, you may look at the photo related to the news and read the title to
broadly expect what the news will be about.
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* Three comprehension questions

Then, read the three comprehension questions that are found on the same
page as the photo before reading the article. These questions give you ideas
about what you should expect and allow you to pay close attention to
important details.

* The article without furigana

The text is written without furigana for advanced learners of kanji. Even if
you don’t know how to read them, if you have studied the meanings of
many kanji already, you can challenge yourself to read this text first to see
how much you can understand before listening to the audio (which can be
downloaded from our website).

You can read and listen as many times as you need to until you feel that you
understand about 70% of the text. Then, try to answer the comprehension

questions.

You may check the keywords as needed and read it again so that you can
understand 100%.

* Keywords

The definitions of all words in bold in the article are found on the right-
hand side of the page for your easy reference.

8] NEWS IN JAPANESE



* The article with furigana / English translation

In this section, all the new kanji have furigana once in the article, and each
sentence is numbered so you can easily match them with English
translation on the corresponding page.

The English texts are mostly literal translations thereby sacrificing the
fluency so that they can be easily compared with the original Japanese
texts.

* Three grammar points

In this section, we examine three essential grammar points from the article.
Since this is not a grammar book, there are no detailed explanations but
instead, two example sentences are provided so that you can examine and
analyze the grammar point. This is followed by exercises which can help
you practice the grammar point.

* Translation and Answers to Comprehension Questions

This section provides the translations of the comprehension questions and
example answers to them.

There are many ways to use this book.

For example, if you want to focus on improving your listening skills, you
could listen to the audio before reading the article. If you find it too hard,
you can go through the keyword section first, then listen to the news as
many times as needed.
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If you want to improve your speaking skills, after you’ve become confident
that you’ve understood nearly a 100% of the texts, look at the English
translations then try reproducing the Japanese text, line by line. During this
process, it’s important that you reproduce sentences out loud. Of course,
the goal of this exercise is not to reproduce the article with 100% accuracy,
but to practice using the vocabulary and grammar you have learned as much
as possible to make meaningful sentences. Through this process, you can
boost your speaking skills.

You can repeat this process for each chapter. As you go through more
chapters, you will get used to the style of news and become able to
comprehend it quicker and easier.

When you finish the book, don't stop there! It’s important to go back to
reading the articles again and again to reinforce your knowledge.

We hope that you make full use of this book to improve your reading,
listening, and speaking skills.

10] NEWS IN JAPANESE



NEWS#1 079414 A

\ ~19
\e Yogg, Vaccine
o ofo3mL
N oservative.
- oy L‘B!ion.
- '°"7'7'-n

L Y
-
et
19 \lacc.\t\t\\"““ —
P . © e W
O\I \D \on ncudes >
C ep this record ca‘d-e v::ce‘wed. e JOAT
F please ke “aes YOu nav \ 10,00
aboutthe 9 esta Yaret? e e?ec\\)\do«
' o por favor. guarde ’ cunas Ove na
: o A s iwb'e\'sv o (S\Na\‘\e
Q Pre-reading Questions o

> BATIOFCERLEAR. B TAATIN?
&> B Fh FhE  BIn
> SATBI. MEOPCRIEEN fThnE L2

53U

b AANSOIFVDEHEZISNZOE. FFLEDATIM?

13| NEWS IN JAPANESE



| —a—=s5=
37812, BALBE TII36APHLDO0F 94 IR (2 &R
LFEL7 T7-)BoIEHII. 42N TL -,
BARATREPEL-AIL. 8EFT43H9981 A2 0 F L7,
BRORERBHIZ. 88HhT8263 A0 F L7,

EEXFS@BEI L2 FRD20F VYA NRA~NDRBELEEZE DD T,
ATFRBLEPEBERL Y THEE*»T T TV 3EESR L. BT
373 A% %9 T,

$7-5 8481213, 18123 57,203kDPCREEEITThN F L
1=,

BATIE. ILLWIOFIANRDDIFYOEHFH. £A»
LR TBCAICBEINILE, BATELATV2D 2 F Y
3. PAV DD 7274 —HDbDTH, 65FULOSEHE~D
AL 4B L6F B2 FETT,

14] NEWS IN JAPANESE



I Keywords
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I English Translation

1. On March 7, 1136 people across Japan were newly infected with the
coronavirus.

2. The number of deaths per day was 42.
3. A total of 439,981 people have been infected in the country.
4. The total number of deaths in the country is 8263.

5. According to the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, there are
currently 373 people infected with the new coronavirus who are being
treated in ventilators or intensive care units.

6. In addition, on the 4th of this month, 37,203 PCR tests were performed
a day.

7. In Japan, injections of a new coronavirus vaccine began last month for
hospital workers.

8. The vaccine used in Japan is from Pfizer Inc. of the United States.

9. Injections for seniors over the age of 65 are scheduled to begin in April.
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I Grammar points

m AlCX % & [according to A]

Bl1) WHOICk B2, 201444 52016F0MIC, 151,310 ANTH
SO RICEELTRE LE L,
According to the WHO, 11,310 people died after contracting the
Ebola virus between 2014 and 2016.

nun ThELED

Bl2) XEFMcLpr. BHHREIES %5 TT,

According to the weather forecast, it will snow tomorrow.

o

Exercises

1. According to specialists, adults should sleep at least 7 hours.

2. According to the teacher, the result of the exams will be out tomorrow.

€2 TY [expressing hearsay]

nu EI3F LD

N &EH CLA
fl1) ED5. WRTREWHENH S¢S T,
It's reported that there was a big earthquake in Tokyo yesterday.

nu

Bl2) —a—2ckBr. 535 ¢ T ODREN S E5TH,

According to the news, the cherry blossoms will bloom soon.

Exercises

3. Theard that Mr.Kawada is leaving the company next month.

4. Iheard that the baby will be a girl.
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L Tun

¥ €71 - TF [scheduled to...]

Lew>%>D EH1ICH

1y = FolALE T
Bl1) SR REOFHEENICHDFETT,

I'm scheduled to attend my friend’s wedding this weekend.

P

i C N E
Bl2) AR, 3R SREDFER,

I'm scheduled to have a meeting at 3 o'clock tomorrow.

Exercises

5. The flight is scheduled to arrive at 8 p.m tonight.

6. I'm scheduled to have a trip to Hawaii for summer vacation.

Answer key
ﬁ/\/‘é/u'_.ﬂ; B TWLTLy Dﬁ‘/u'_?.ﬁ;‘ — e
1. EFRICL B . RARBRIET7TRBEZES 50,
BAEL

0. ¥EIZEBr. TR FOEREHALS %5 T
3. filfxAE. kS vB5%5TT,
4. Fbohlt. HOFEE5TE,
hiclL ZHhlEA 2
5. .7 54 blE. SBE8IHFICEL FETT,
6

BO¥d

BaE. AIAKBOFETT,
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I Translation and Answers to Pre-reading Questions

Ql: BATIOFCEELEAL. B CAATIN?

How many people have been infected with Corona virus in Japan in total?

Gh PAE BB
Q2: SA4BIC. fAIfFEOPCRIEENTONK LD ?

How many PCR exams were done on the 4th of this month?

595U
\

Q3: ABABIIFVDEEEZFSNBDE. TFEEOATIH?

Above which age can people receive the vaccine starting in April?

Answer key

1. 25 c4359,981 A

FhA
2. 377,203

O I I >

3.65F XUt
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I Note
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GRAMMAR GLOSSARY

News#] ® 6 6 06 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 0 o o

1. Alc&®& [accordingto A]

2. %¥>57T3 [expressing hearsay]
3. %%F_:Tf - T3 [scheduled to:-]
NeWS#2 © 60606 060600000 0 0 0

1. AYB. C/z¥ [A, B, Cetc--]
2. ~%7 L [easyto]

T
3. ~B®F [too]

News #3 e e 0060606000000 00

1. A%, B [whether A or B]
2. ULolfuy [full
3. ZLT¥%» [nottomention]

NeWS#A e e 0 060060600 06 000 0

1. ADBDHIC A>TW? [Aisin B]
2. Al. B?:L\:),é\”?ﬁ [A means B]

3. ~L. ~L [listing multiple reasons]

New5#5 © 00 06000600 0 00 0 0

1. ~fcY~7cy  [listing multiple actions]

2. BT/ EBEHNFT [due/thanks to]

3. AHWET [some people...]
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JAPANESE-ENGLISH GLOSSARY

HIEZB

H1ed

HOED

HOD £ <EMID

HI5

HEDIDH
H5HZLwELSI<NARS
Ho5HT

HHET

©

LWLVADWY
WIsHEL5E
WIsgZLE
WZAL&S
WEUTE
WsbhbbH

Wo L&

Lo LT
WoThH
Wo(F5
(WYt}

WHA
whso

W3 W37

WAD &S

®

SHR
SiFvnsd
S1F%
352

52

523
(V)
%£%3
EhZEHDTB

38

757 BREER
®Y

BhET

AN
=

il

S
1 25 LHTE
1 25 LR
RTFAE
—B569

18l

v

(&) Wol&k
—&lc

©Bah
BR
AN

BREY

O
ZlFAND
253
3]

1D
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to give

to account for

to be gathered; collected
to put pressure

oil

raindrops

UAE

to represent

in total

committee
Muslims
Islamic group
addiction
temporary
10 percent
with...

at once
anytime

on the other hand
transfer
immigrant
container
various

drink

to float
to accept
to receive
to shoot

to hit
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ENGLISH-JAPANESE GLOSSARY

®

abuse =6 Ep e #16
accept FZlFAND S(FLwnsd #5
accomplice B E&LORA #8
account for (I2) B3 (I2) &% #18
actress kegt ) L&d>S #5
addiction MRIFIE WRAL&S #16
advertising L& z252< #2
agency TERH FFADWL» #14
aimed at... ~m@F Tl #2
air strike e <5< #17
all 258 TAS #7
amount ) H< #6
animal E2i] ES53D #3
announce HKID F>T&>593 #2
anytime WDTH #3
aquarium IKHREE FTLEL DA #3
Arab-lsraeli War PRSP 595&ES3RAZES #17
Arctic et [FoE&< #3
area sk B5\E #15
army g <A #9
arrest R =WE #8
artificial AT CAZS #3
as ~&UT #13
assimilation @1t ESh #16
at once —&(c Wo L #9
at that time WiF ES0 #5
at the same time [E8F(C E50IC #13
at the same time BiF(IC E3LIC #14
attack W Z35FE #17
attempted murder BARE EDLAHFTL #8
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